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MATA SUNDRI JI
(1667-1747)

Mata Sundri College is named after the consort of the Tenth Guru of the Sikhs, Guru
Gobind Singh Ji, Mata Sundri Ji (1667-1747) who lived here for more than 40 years and
guided the Sikh Community with sagacity and erudition.

ademic pursuits among young women with motto “Truth is the highest of all virtues but true
liviing is higher still”. All these years, we have been trying out utmost to keep up the ideals
set by Mata Sundri Ji.

f " It was established to propagate the great mother’s cherished ideals of service, leadership and



ety

od i g Afo fed A Iona 3 aad 6 23 |l
& 33 wifg # 79 7t B3 ford afg wust A3 a3 i
wg g I wus 9t ve & fog 580 I8 16 38 €99 I
A= we d weT fours g6 wif3 Jt 96 1 39 g9 #3131l

g Sfide fitw

e
aft Rrar s A 3¢ 31 FHAT T Fag T A |l
o =0 IR A J9 S I [ FI 319t ST A
3% fAFw 81 39 § AT F 37 AT §3 A d3 I
99 3T HT I3 AT a ’fA & @ A a7 SEw A N3¢

& afaeg AE S

Sawaiya

Give me this boon, O Goddess Shiva (consort of Lord Shiv),
from virtuous deeds I may never refrain.
Fearlessly may I fight all the battles of life, determinedly
may I accomplish my victories.

May I instruct to my mind that, my desire be to sing of Thy
glories.

When this mortal life comes to an end, May I die fighting
on the battlefield.

Guru Gobind Singh ji
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From the President

Mata Sundri College for Women is a vibrant and dynamic community that values
diversity, academic excellence, and personal growth. At the outset, | would like to
congratulate the College for being awarded grade A by NAAC with a CGPA of 3.18. This
has set a new milestone in the history of Mata Sundri College for Women. The institution
has always been committed to the legacy of Mata Sundri Ji, the consort of the Tenth
Guru, GURU GOBIND SINGH JI and a great Sikh warrior woman. While committed to
academics, the College has always provided immense scope for young girls to explore
their creative minds. A glimpse of such encouragement can be seen in the following
pages of the magazine.

| want to appreciate and acknowledge the efforts of the teaching staff in nurturing the
individualistic and dynamic spirit of our girls. Our teachers have made a commendable
effort of ensuring that students get a wholesome education.

The annual College magazine, Bani, has been a brilliant and ingenious platform for
students to express and explore their creativity. It gives wings to the imagination of
students to fly across a diverse range of genres. The magazine's multilingual structure
has always been unique. By bringing together literary works in Hindi, Punjabi, Urdu,
English and Sanskrit, the magazine proudly upholds the College's belief in harmonious
unity in diversity. | hope Bani will continue to flourish more in future and be an inspiration
for generations to come.

I would also like to take this opportunity to appreciate and admire the efforts of Principal
Prof. Harpreet Kaur and her editorial team who worked hard to bring out this fascinating
and spectacular edition of Bani. | wish that the beautiful legacy will continue to thrive in
future and the College will reach new heights of success and prosperity.

S.Harme alka
President
Delhi Si rdwara Management Committee




TS fay Irgerar ysax At
(R 7y raemar wifafawn, 1971 3793 FdaTd ©uirdT UTfa3 witle FETu3 Hmam)
J1d Jiftie fHw 928 Jige=dT 3o JiH Hifad &< fe&t-110001

DELHI SIKH GURUDWARA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

(Statutory Body Esid. under the Delhi Sikh Gurudwaras Act, 1971 of the Govt. of India)
Guru Gobind Singh Bhawan, Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Sahib, New Delhi-110001

f.\

_f

From the General Secretary

Mata Sundri College for Women, over the years, has emerged as a premium institute
that is looked up for imparting holistic education. This is evident from the fact that the
College was recently awarded grade A by NAAC with a remarkable CGPA of 3.18. |
congratulate the Principal Prof Harpreet Kaur and the teaching and non-teaching staff
for this stupendous achievement. The College is committed towards academic
excellence while being determined to nurture critical thinking and creative expression.
This practice has paved the path for the all-encompassing growth and progress of
students. Itis precisely for this reason that students across the country choose to spend
theirformative years of education in this institution.

Bani the College magazine has always reflected the College's commitment to creativity
and dynamism. The magazine inspires students from diverse linguistic and cultural
backgrounds to express themselves through words, sketches and pictures. Written in
five languages, the magazine is a unique anthology that upholds our multilingual and
multifaceted culture. The present edition of Bani is proof that our talented students and
staff are dedicated to promoting the importance of linguistic and cultural diversity. Itis
admirable to see that, as Mata Sundri College touches new peaks of excellence every
year, Bani continues to reflect its success.

| wish to appreciate the efforts of Principal Prof. Harpreet Kaur and her dedicated
editorial team from the core of my heart for bringing out yet another captivating edition of
this magazine.

Ty
Jagdip Singh Kahlon
General Secretary
Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management Committee




From the Chairman

It fills my heart with joy and jubilation that Mata Sundri College for Women has been
awarded Grade A by NAAC with a laudable score of 3.18 CGPA. | congratulate the
Principal Prof. Harpreet Kaur and her entire teaching and non-teaching staff for this
remarkable achievement. This is truly an acknowledgement of an institution that is
invested in nurturing responsible young minds. While imparting academic excellence
the College has always given a strong focus on personal capacity building, career
growth and co-curricular activities. It is truly a matter of pride to see the spontaneous
growth of this institution over the years, with students excelling not only in academics
but also in sports and co-curricular activities. | wish to see this College achieve the
pinnacle of success.

Riding on creativity and imagination, another edition of Bani is here. Bani has always
served as a mouthpiece for our students to share their experiences, and showcase their
talents. Over the course of years, it has emerged as an inclusive forum where students
can express themselves, explore their interests, share thoughts with each other and
build a robust and sustainable community for themselves. A glimpse through the
following pages confirms that the tradition continues with elan.

The efforts of Principal Harpreet Kaur are commendable in steering the institution to
setting ever-new records of achievement.

S. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, Padma Shri
hairman




From the Principal's Desk

Mata Sundri College for Women attained new paradigms of success by attaining Grade
Aiin the recently concluded NAAC accreditation process, with a commendable CGPA of
3.18. I thank my entire teaching and non-teaching staff for working tirelessly to bring this
dream to fruition.

Following the legacy of Mata Sundri Ji, we are committed to equipping our students with
wholesome learning that would enable them to excel in the fields they choose. Thus, we
aspire to create a delicate balance between curriculum learning and extra-curricular
activities. Our College magazine Bani is one such extra-curricular project that has
always harnessed the creative and innovative energies of our students. The following
pages are proof that we have been successful in this venture and | congratulate my
entire editorial team for putting together another beautiful edition.

Like every year, this edition of Bani is a unique anthology of poems, articles, sketches,
photographs and stories. Every writing and artwork takes the reader on an exhilarating
journey full of myriad experiences. Published in five languages, the magazine
symbolizes the harmonious diversity and spirit of inclusivity that we believe in. The
editors of all five languages have worked relentlessly to guide young writers and polish
the rough edges of their writings. | am glad to see that Bani has emerged as a platform
for young minds to find their distinct voice and identity.

The teaching and non-teaching staff at Mata Sundri College have strived to shape
leaders of tomorrow who are capable of taking up personal and professional challenges
with ease. With Mata Sundri Ji's blessing, we hope that our students forever find
inspiration to write their minds and be responsible citizens of this country.

Filled with pride and humility | present before you the latest edition of Bani and,pray that
the spirit of Mata Sundri Ji continues to guide us. }4 ﬁa-”

Prof. (Dvr.) Harpreet Kaur
Principal
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EDITORIAL
£ o

Creative writing is a fascinating way to explore one's power of imagination. Though it is an ancient
mode of expression, it has managed to survive the test of time and onslaught of technology. Despite
living in a hyper visual world where multiple screens run high waves of spectacular audio-visual
content, we writers and readers have managed to keep creative writing afloat. If this mode of
expression is able to adapt to the changing times and continue to exist as an archive of collective
consciousness then the credit is undoubtedly shared by both readers and writers like us. This
survival however cannot be taken for granted, and more intended efforts are needed to keep this
tradition from extinction. Our college magazine Bani one such attempt by committed writers and
dedicated readers to nurture this art and | am proud to say that we have succeeded once more!

| would like to thank Prof. Harpreet Kaur for giving me the opportunity to edit this year’s edition of
Bani. It gives me immense pleasure to pen the editorial of this fascinating edition of our college
magazine Bani. Since its inception, Bani has been committed to provide a platform for our students
to express themselves. Though committed to promote writing, our magazine has been a unique
inclusive space where other modes of creative expression like sketching, painting and photography
too have got their worthy admirers. Following this rich legacy of diversity, this year’s edition brings
together voices expressing a wide range of emotions. The collection of entries resemble a collage
of poems, narratives, sketches and photographs that range from hope and dreams to despair and
nightmares. Looking at the the edition it can be said that it has turned out like a microcosm of our
own lives which is driven by contrasting and conflicting emotions.

Our editorial team has worked tirelessly to select the entries and polish them to perfection. | hope
this edition encourages more readers and writers to explore the endless pleasure of words!

Dr.Priyadarshini Bhattacharyya
Assistant Professor, Department of English
Editor




Student Editorial

“You use a glass mirror to see your face. You use works of art to see your soul.” — George Bernard
Shaw

Our College magazine is a storehouse of such works of art that mirrors college life. It not only
reflects the literary, educational and sports activities going onin the college but also encourages the
students to express their mind.

The relationship between a reader and a writer is a symbiotic one. A writer’'s work remains
incomplete without the reader’s imagination and thoughts to supplement it. Thus, it wouldn’t be
wrong to say, that a piece of writing is a co-creation of both, the reader and the writer. The same
goes forany piece of art.

A Magazine, thus, serves both the reader and the writer. It creatively satisfies the writer while
fuelling the creativity of the reader. Our College magazine also provides a great platform for all the
creative people in the college to express themselves or enjoy others’ expressed works.

Bani not only showcases the students’ works but also encourages them to celebrate their
engagementinwritings as well as motivate and inspire them while writing for such a vast audience.

This edition is filled with various memoirs including reviews, poems, articles, photographs,
sketches and paintings. Bani Magazine is itself a reflection of creativity and the experiences of our
college and itdelivers the same to the vast audience within the college.

DikshaVinaik
PrakritiYadav
B.A. (Hons) English 2nd year
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Conversation With My Misery

3

Darkness is all | see whilst standing underneath the tree;

as far beyond as | can see,
| see nothing but misery.

My heart cries old tragedies,
my arms long for courtesy,

my feet tied with lack of ecstasy,

my ears clank with every misdeed committed against me.

Why am | still stuck in the past that gave me all these scars...

Why can't | live in the present which is blooming flowers?

Why do | worry about the future, about where life will have me cast?
Why do | keep playing with the rust, knowing it will turn me to dust?
The world seems so inconspicuous when there’s no one to trust,
But | should do what | must, that is to block out the ifs and buts.

Mannya Nayar, 1st Year
B.A. (Hons) History

A Step Closer To Divinity

The mist of joy
Excitement fulfils
Each step forward
Closer to Motherly Hills.
All of us
Holding hands
Moving forth
With Companions;
Seeking your grace
And protection
For life ahead
With complete submission.
Your paths bestowed
Friends and oneness
Some closely related
Others with togetherness.
Despite dilemmas
The belief continues
Bowing to you

With love on this leaf imbued.

Our strength
Mother says,

Lies within the spirit
Of your blessings always.
She wishes for me
The brightest future
Without fear or illness.
Simply by your sculpture,
Father requests for me
Your pious guidance
And the care
To bring me radiance.
| say to you “Oh Lord
Stay by our sides
For you are our hope
Of defeating the tides
Provide to me
Knowledge, Spirituality and Strength
The righteous ways
For a life of greatness not length”

Gauri, 3rd Year
B.A. (Hons) English




Kalpna, 2nd Year
B.A. (H) History




AN ODE TO THE GREAT SAII;lkTS

I

Today

| wish to write of the Great saints

The Great Saints

Who gave several teachings to the world

Who turned into an object of severe scrutiny and their glorious gaze

Our lives

Us

To understand the depths of our folly
And bestow unto us

Their wisdom

Who taught us how just one of their words
Are far superior than our stories

How their colour

Is more marvellous than our colour

Fools we were

And our mothers

And their mothers

And theirs

To think that we understood our bodies

Hair
Hands
Feet
Backs

That we were in possession of them

Not our Great Saints who took them,and did what they saw well
Starve it

Work it to the bone

Give it children,when they saw fit

To believe our grains, not bread, would nurture us

To think that our tea and coffee

Were for satiating our bodies

Not for serving our Great Saints

To love all our curves
Not having any flats

To worship all of nature
Sun and moon
Sky and Earth




not solely sky

To pay attention to the words of The Three
And millions of others

Not The One

Our brainless hands

Unnecessarily fascinated with circles

Not with lines,like the great saints

To cherish our brown and black,instead of their blue,green and grey

To respect our mothers, along with our fathers

To believe that humans cannot cause pollution and impurity in this world
The Great Saints

Great in body and soul

Set right all our wrong ways.......... All of them

They performed other great deeds as well

Built churches where lords and their ladies in their elaborate carriages came
Oh, apologies

The Great Saints were wise

Not fools like us

So they didn't allow the ladies to strain their glass -like bodies in churches
They then, rub mercury on their beautiful skin

Dress in flashy corsets that would force out anything it saw fit

Then sit, stiff due to the grace (and the corset) that hugs them, in front of Jesus
Possessing far more elegance than the fool that wished to redeem them

Eat bread and butter, mountains of cakes with decorative materials to layer their bodies with
prudence (and fats)

To prepare themselves for facing the heretics

The villains who trouble them unnecessarily;

The clothes which hug the women around them

Lords more proud than them

Duty of convincing those around them of their never-ending tasks

And passing it unto their sons

Their high status, which doesn't allow them to busy themselves with the beauties around them,
night and day

Their fancies

Their restrictive clothes

The Church

The Almighty......... That they worship

Hurt then they are
Panting
Screaming out of agony




Pratishtha Pundir, 2nd Year
B.A. (Hons) History

Applying to their body

The soothing balm

Of the touch of our indigo and silk,

The perfume,

The fans,

That our sisters made

Mixed with the juice of praises of their glorious thoughts

The Great Saints

Belonging to a place so Great

Bestowed the Greatness of their minds and their land
On which the Sun never sets

Unto Us

Knowledge far too great for me

And my sisters

To grasp

Even today

Khyati Parashar, 2nd Year
B.A. (Hons) English

¢

Pratishtha Pundir, 2nd Year
B.A. (Hons) History




AN UN-HIDDEN PEARL

b

A dream like reality
With pure impeccability
Unmatched beauty
For it is full of serenity

Plethora of words
Are incapable to justify
The heavenly experience
And not just to quantify
Its fantasising ability
...itis
A dream like reality
With pure impeccability
Unmatched beauty
For it is full of serenity

A sparkling valley
With immense plurality
Of vivid sceneries
Comparable to divinity
Provided the subjectivity
...itis
A dream like reality
With pure impeccability
Unmatched beauty
For it is full of serenity

The warm greetings
The gradual mobility
Into the heart of it
Is the breezy misty
Snowy white clarity
...itis
A dream like reality
With pure impeccability
Unmatched beauty
For it is full of serenity

A utopia of joy with
Unparalleled unity
Between the shepherd
And his sheep’s agility
That’s peace in diversity

...itis
A dream like reality
With pure impeccability
Unmatched beauty
For it is full of serenity
If you are wondering
In search of sanity
Yet enjoying each moment
With deep intensity
The hunt ends in probability
...itis
A dream like reality
With pure impeccability
Unmatched beauty
For it is full of serenity

If you seek to witness
The cultural versatility
The place of comrades’
Unexpressed emotionality
Explore one’s mentality
...itis
A dream like reality
With pure impeccability
Unmatched beauty
For it is full of serenity

The eyes filled with innocence
The character with nobility
We ought to re-narrativize

For it's our own responsibility
To bring back life to -
The only heaven on earth
Kashmir - truly symbolic of
amiability
...itis indeed
A dream like reality
With pure impeccability
Unmatched beauty
For it is full of serenity

Gauiri, 3rd Year,
B.A (Hons) English




Beauty And The Beast

| was a simple girl,
later treated as a pearl

| just wished for a rose,
not the thorns of those

| just dreamt of a Prince,
not a beast who's disprinced

| always admired their gain,
but he admired their pain

I loved him for what he was internally but,
he loved me for what | was externally

| learned with him how to live and,
he learned with me how to love

We were different for each other but our,
souls were meant to live with each other

I was a simple girl
later treated as a pearl

Himanshi Raghav, 1st Year
B. A. (Hons) English

The Portal Of Belief

We all have that one person, whom we can’t see, touch or hug anymore. | do too. | think | lost her
when | was young. But today is the day | get to meet her again. | open my closet and pull out the long
mirror; whispering the lullaby which she used to sing. | repeat the words like some gospel, waiting
for it to work, and it does. | see the portal open, and without any thoughts, | jump in. | jump in,
believing in the unknown powers of this universe. | giggle remembering the day | met Santa but
nobody believed me! If they did, maybe they would see him too. | walk past the doors of the home we
used to visit often and | see her knitting, just like she used to do. | hug her, oh so tightly and tell her
everything | ever wanted to. At the time of parting our ways , | remind her that we’ll meet each other
again next year, she replies “we sure can, only if you just keep believing.”

Arshbani Kaur, 2nd Year
B.A(Hons) English




BEYOND BLUE: NAVIGATING LIFE WITH DEPRESSION

Depression is hard to understand but the dictionary naively refers to it as, "feelings of severe
despondency and dejection”.But what does the dictionary know about depression? | think
depression is more complicated than that. Depression is like an earthquake that doesn't knock
before he barges in. He just lets himself in an unexpected way leaving me gasping for what little air
is left in the room. He lays on my bed as | stare at my ceiling tracing patterns in the paint, accepting
death in life with this hole in my chest as death might be a reward, an escape from this pain. As the
sunrises | jump out of my bed. Yet he whispers "you'd be better off dead.” But | push through those
words and make it to my online classes on zoom. But when | try to concentrate there, he kicks me
hard in the head with a boom. By the afternoon as | go to eat my lunch nothing looks appetizing, he
quickly snaps in, smiles at me and asks if that's surprising enough. He drags me away from
everyone who loves me and leaves me isolated in a cold dark place. He steals my happiness and
kills my spirit by making his own rules which he asks me to obey. As | lie on my bed at night he
envelops my mind with a blanket of darkness and taints my soul with unbearable numbness. As | try
to sleep he inserts unwanted thoughts into my brain and talks to me like I'm some slave of his. For
most are in their bed all snug and tight. For me, he showed up early this morning so | have to be
ready to fight. Some have called me strong but that is not how | feel for he clouds my head and I'm
not sure who's the real me. And there it's again, the sun has started to rise, I've made it through
another day with him and that's quite a surprise.

Gurnaaz KaurAnand, 2nd Year
B.COM. (HONS)

THE MOON!

How beautiful it is to be the Moon!
Among the purpleness of the sky,
Along the stars.

oo Still so different.
A little white and a little grey,
Just like the humans.
But still so different.
But
Ever considered?
How lovely it is to be the moon!
Admired for the moonlight.
Of which it is not even the owner.

Lavanya Dhawan, 1st Year
B.A. (Hons) Political Science




Change In the Education System
Post-Independence

X

| have a long history.

My present is the new history.

Walking on the same values and virtues,
Under the guidance of the guru.
Learning skills, grammar, and values
Just like my Vedic Era.

| have had many faces;

Some were Buddhist, some were Islamic
Now it is you, you are the future of history.

| got a different face in British Era

Got quite many acts, | was meant important
Not only for the kings to rule

But also, for an individual identity

But that all was fear.

Now | am under a building

Back then | was under a tree.

To gain me, no place is defined

All that matters is correcting me.

| am also in under universities......

| shall thank some people for this

Rabindranath Tagore, William Bentick, Hunter, Macaulay
There are many more

They all have been the push for the new me.

Now all of you have the right to have me

| am required to survive

No, | am not boasting but | am important

I am not restricted to any one kind of person
| am ready to be a friend of all

But | stay if you practice with me too

Forget me and | am gone.

Now | have a structure

It is according to your age

| am there everywhere now
You can experience me in art,
In dance, In music, and in fun

| am not a better version of me.

| face challenges, some like me the way | am
Some want to change me




But | don’t see the difference
| don’t see the language

| don’t see the status

All | see is the love for me.

Now there are different methods to adapt me
Some are the same as past

Some are new as today

| still like the way | am planned

| enjoy being in books and notebooks now

| did enjoy being on boards and slates and then
| am eternal, | am omnipresent

| am still loved and preached.

| have experienced thick and thin,

I have been through ups and downs
| do agree to have multiple images
But I am the best of me.

The one who gets me well,

Will be content and calm.

Eashana Arora, 4th Year
B.el.ed.

DATE TO DREAM

Close your eyes and let
your imagination fly away.
see a picture of where
You wish to be one day.

Let the colours of your

heart take command

to paint the picture of your
dream and place it in your hand.

Hold on tightly and nurture it,
but allow it room to grow.

When you reach your dream,
open your hand and let it go.

Close your eyes and search for
another, caring for it as before.

Never stop searching, achieving and
letting go, for that's what dreams are for.

Bavneet Kaur, 1st Year
B.A. (Hons) English




Content creation: the new “it”’ career?

Smart phones, social media, it's the age of the digital world. And with the rise of virtual platforms,
comes along “content creation.” The art of reel-making, streaming and podcasts has taken over our
lives, reducing the general population to two categories- the reel maker and the reel watcher. In fact,
more than half of the mass public are using social media to promote their side hustles as well as
build their own community. Now the question arises, whether content creating can actually be a
career option for the youth.

According to the website exchange4media.com, India has around 1.8 crore content creators, and
most of these creators are below 35 years of age. The huge participation of the youth in this market
as both consumers and producers can have two interpretations. One, that we are embracing the
technology which science has given us. Second is that we are lonely to the point that we reach out to
the people who feel similar to us but it is impossible to interact with them. The similarities we share
with our “online” friends vary as far as gaming, music, fashion, pop-culture, astronomy, astrology,
sciences, ethics, the list doesn’'t end. What makes content creation convenient is, it doesn’t need
time. Also, the interest of consumers and the audience can grow at a vast range in a short period.
For instance, we could go through YouTube shorts as we travel in the metro or bus and find
someone we can relate with, thus sparking interest. However, for a person behind the camera to
make the content relatable and presentable, they need to compete with a thousand others, so that
their content appears more attractive, more accessible and more reliable to those watching. But to
what cost do these creators have to cherry-pick everything? Yes, we are talking about the
compensation our content creators get for their effort in their reels and TikTok videos. Unfortunately,
only 1.5 lakh content creators in India monetise their services effectively. Though marketers are
investing more of their social media budget on content creator partnerships with leading creators or
influencers, only the lucky ones get the icing on the cake.

The risk that comes along when one uploads a video on social media platforms does not seem to be
aconcern if you have a prior sponsorship. But thatis not the case formany budding instagrammers
outthere. What are the chances that our parents will support us to become an ‘Instagram influencer’
over a mainstream career such as becoming a banker or doctor?With India being a household of
stereotypes, introducing an “adventurous” career is a double edged sword because, becoming a
content creator can make you very successful but only with the resources and luck, otherwise you
won’t survive in this industry. However, the chances of becoming an influencer in this day and age is
no different from a real career path and the flexibility offered by this career path helps you explore
others options while engaging in this one.

Content creation has a very small role in a market filled with the potential to become anything you
want. We shouldn’tlook at content creation as a career path but consider it as a support role to those
who need clarity and to pass important information. A good projection of my argument will be,
doctors informing the general public in regards to their fields and clearing misinformation. We can
use content creation as a form of therapy to find comfort in ourselves by building a community
around shared ideals and goals. Content creation can be a possible career path but it is more
suitable to be a substitute to things such as- Information, Entertainment, Emotional support and so
on.

Lydia Thokchom, 2nd Year
B.A. (Hons) Philosophy




l. Women or Woe — men ?

From the life like penumbra , where the life inborns ,

Amidst the purity , impurity pours , like the heavenly nectar.

Her blood gushes through , does it make the human impure too ?
With the woes of living , world impends on her too , her virtues.
In her immeasurable woman makes a venom for their misdeeds..

In debt to the chastity of goddess Ganges , my light to divination,

Flowing immortal in the blood veins, she borders me for the charisma ,

From the abhorring eyes , consuming my powerfulness, leaving us in a void.
Upholding the tree of virtues , the wind may take away them ;

And may still allow me to live , the stones of woes wouldn’t break my umbra,
They will rather fall into the ocean of darkness .

A destiny so fatal and a pining in exchange , rejuvenating her scars ,

The woes of living bleed her ethos , breaking her tin — heart,

She breakaways ; sorely she sees future at glimpse , a yearning desire,
her smile is euphoria , those affectionate eyes , her love is her escapism ,
Yet sheltering is a sort of her fate and woes a never ending blaze.

Il. Back in the summer days,

The glory of Eos, | espy

gleaming , the crimsons near sea ,

bees buzzing gulping ambrosia to chase to honeycomb ,
flowers on their way to undress blissfully under sunshine,
open windows , those swings are on my mind,
Personifying the beauty , behold me,

As if Summer days calling me to come back.

Sandboxes and the echoes within them ,

Old school days slitting the scars that | hide in me ,

This solstice glisten the umbra that grows in me ,

of your Vehemence shatters those poison pen letters ,

the sunbeam holds my whispers for the deep ends if | fall in,
breathe in the breeze breathe out life.




lll. Disney : The Wonderland

Where the melodious ethereals

Blossom in the Arabian Nights,

Or the vista where the ambrosia glistens,

In the true blue sea where the sun shimmers,

And the magical bosoms, where the cheerfulness lies.
The panorama of empiricism befalls,

Only a little more, and little more

Is the world of a child.

Like a paradise withal of its gems

Is the princess Cinderella of her charms,

Out of the box of wonders,

towards the journey of the Gullivers,

it's the world of a little more and little more

In the land of Disney where the grandeur lies

IV. Thirst

| reckon in to a desert bore ,Staunching on my vigour fire ,

Water for my hydration , | am more avaricious

The polar ice is scant for the strong flaring , in despair

Agonizing out of daydreaming prejudices, blaring my craves
Childhood fears dashing in me, my lust | am being fraternizing with,
Can | endure withal my thirst will pacify?

Roadways with new traits ,I can set foot on to my deep stories ,

Fatal tribes own a good show to infuse in me, the carpetbaggers

An ivory thought can restore my hazy future, the insights

| am on fire , my thawing feelings | disregard the soulful touch,

that vehement lust is my rugging empire, It put on fuel to my impulses
| am a predator and | feed as mad as march hare on my nightmares.

Harshika Arora, 2nd Year
B.A. (Hons) English




“Jodha Akbar: A Stunning Depiction of
Historical Romance and Political Intrigue”

I

v 3

The movie ‘Jodha Akbar’ was released on 15 February 2008,directed by none other than Ashutosh
Gowariker who is known for directing films “set on a huge canvas while boasting of an opulent
treatment”.

Itis a sixteenth century historical romance about a marriage of convenience between Jodha, a fiery
Hindu Rajput princess who is obliged to marry a Muslim Mughal Emperor Akbar for political
reasons. Eventually, mutual respect and admiration between the duo, leads to true love.

It stars Hrithik Roshan and Aishwarya Rai Bachchan as Akbar and Jodha respectively.

The title of the movie “JodhaAkbar” ,itself displays how the film portrays the life of the protagonists
and how romance blooms between the duo despite being in a political marriage. Yet many of the
events portrayed in the movie remain fictional.

Speaking as a history buff and one who is greatly interested in Indian history, the movie beautifully
depicts one of the greatest Mughal emperors of all time in such a grand manner, from the beautifully
crafted and woven cinematography to the talented and outstanding acting.

Jodha Akbar is not a history lesson talking about Akbar’s numerous wives or the fabled jewels in his
courts or his courtesans but a tale of an inter religion marriage between an emperor and a princess
and as Akbar says “Respect for each religion will enrich Hindustan”.

The movie starts with a stirring battle and ends with a battle as well. But both the battles define
Akbar’s political expansion of his empire. While the first battle was to takeover a kingdom, the battle
towards the end of the movie was a battle within his family where Akbar had to choose whether to
favour his sister for her husband’s betrayal or provide justice to his wife by punishing his brother-in-
law for his actions. Thus, it brings a sense of intrigue and an element of suspense.

The music is directed by A.R. Rahman, who composed some outstanding tunes and background
music along with joyous choreography of dancers and singers. The music still pre-dominates the
Indian society.

But ‘JodhaAkbar’ has also turned out to be alengthy feature at close to 4 hours.

The setting and the production style is fresh and exciting and it feels like a canvas with no budget,
and one doesn’t feel unsatisfied. From the production value to the supporting cast or the
authenticity of the script and the outstanding music; there are no compromises made in Ashutosh
Gowariker’s creativity. The movie is nothing but a great work of art.

Sources referred-:

1)Saltz, R. (2008, February 16). Jodhaa Akbar - Movies - Review. The New York Times.
https://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/16/movies/16akba.html :
2)Wikipedia-https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jodhaa_Akbar

Diksha Vinaik, 2nd Year
B.A. (Hons) English




THE PAINTED SKY!
¥ *

| wonder
Why does the world frequently create divisions?
Why is there yellow in the summer?

As well as winter being blue?

Can the earth not endure,

Like white as a canvas!

White with a feeling of tranquility and purity

Where each person might use a brush to

Create their own customised sky with their favourite hues.
A blue speckling in the sky.

Or a pink splash.

A greyish dust or

The yellow light.

But the world's sky continues to be the same for all.

Just a whole new perspective conveyed through colours alone.
Gives a sense of belonging to someone.

Lavanya Dhawan, 1st Year Beam Of Tender Light
B.A. (Hons) Political Science ¥

| extend my hands in hope,

To catch the beam of light;

In that pitch black tunnel | run,

To hear the words “its alright.”

IEPSI0
VECTCR

| feel a feather touch of someone
Who wipes my welled up tears;
| feel a strong hold of someone
Who lifts me up through my fears.

| cry under their warm hugs,

They laugh upon my silly mime;

We sure are each other’s pillars,
Grasping along to this precious time.

We squabble , we quarrel

We do all such fights;

But at the end of every day,
We pray for each other’s sweet
nights.

Arshbani Kaur, 2nd Year,
B.A. (Hons) English




OVERTHINKING

b

Overthinking is like waking up in a labyrinth.Questions like when, how and why, becomes a rope
around the neck. Every breath | take is a wicked reminder of everything | am not. | lie awake in bed
staring at the ceiling. If only the notion could suffice in finding the words for the void  am feeling. It
engulfs and suffocates me with every thought | create leaving me lost in my whirlpool of thoughts
that | hate. My mind has faulty insulation for thoughts to creep in no matter how hard I try to block
them. Fractures as if from years of wear letting painful memories or cringing moments flood my
head wreaking havoc as they soil it all. Regrets plague my conscience, stealing me from sleep and
peace. Keeping carefree out of my reach. The space in this skull is claustrophobic and the words of
this mouth are clumsy in movement. My mind is the light source that transcends destiny, a wall of
mirrored depictions aligning with my soul. | am starting to slip right through my fingertips like | am
some sort of apparition and | HATE IT, IHATE IT. Soon the thin spider web of hope that | was clinging
onto will SNAP so quickly and briskly that I'll forget me and I'll be left to fall, crash, burn, tumble, rot
and meetmy fate in hell all alone.

Gurnaaz Kaur Anand, 2nd Year
B.COM. (HONS)

Yearning Through Moon

Every star | ever looked at,

Got stored safely in your eyes.

There the honey dew lies,

Under the candy coloured skies.

Your waning gibbous , oh it shines ;
How pretty it looks, completing mine.
Every fresh breeze | ever felt,

Makes me believe you never left.

In your arms was my sacred place.

In my dreams , an angel of your face.
The deep blues in your tears ;

The slow jazz in my ears.

| sit on my knees and stare at the moons,
In my Polaroids, nothing but two fools.
In my lens , she shines so bright

| try to grasp on tight.

Will your ethereal soul ever blink?

Take me away before the clock shrinks?
Flowing sand from my fists,

| let my blues scream as if blissed.

Now | can only stare at her lively show
Pretending you're smiling through the Moon’s exquisite glow.

Arshbani Kaur, 2nd Year
B.A. (Hons) English




What is there to Create and What is there to be left?

Oh heaven and hell what have you done to me,
Stirring up a fire inside me.

Earth or moon; sky or water,

Booming the planet like a blooming flower.

Up or down, right or left,

What is there to create and what is there to be left?

Fire,water,air,land

Have created this worthy land.

But then why do people either cry or die,
When they can’t find the meaning of their life.

The mist on the grass,

Makes the nature blast.

Bringing the heaven to earth,

Yet still people care about their own worth?

Who am I?What am 1?
The question always arises.
Still the question of whether to choose between heaven or hell,good or evil arises.

They call this earth both a heaven and a hell,
One a paradise and the other a state of mind.
Neither hot nor cold | feel,

Just a darkness that completely invades me.

Happy or sad,strong or weak,

You sow what you reap.

You sow in tears and you reap of joy,

And still my question always arise,

What is there to create and what is there to be left,
If this planet is both a heaven and a hell.

Diksha Vinaik, 2nd Year
B.A. (Hons) English




“Between the Tyrant and the Benefactor”

Between the tyrant and the benefactor,
| am what they call a lost cause.

Timid, unsure and gullible,

Angry, lost and difficult too.

I cry when | should not,

| speak when | would not-

Have said anything, had | thought twice,
Well, it's another one of my vice.

Like a toddler I crave validation,
Affirmation is what | seek from others,
Summers are what makes me happy,
Snappy is how | am in winters,

I, am a lost cause.

Between the tyrant and the benefactor,
| am what they call a lost cause.
Scared, panicky and weird,

Ignorant, wild and rebellious too,

| smile when | should not,

| care when | would not-

Have, had | known their thoughts,
Well, another reason I just cannot;
Like a butterfly | try to fly,

Why?, | wish | knew it back then,
When?, a time | was less bitter,
Glitter was on my hands...
“‘Rambling again, she’s a lost cause”

Between the tyrant and the benefactor,

| am what they call a puppet,

Controllable, ignorable and empty,
Useless, exaggerated and dim-witted too.
| seek silence when | should not,

| retreat when | would not-

Have, had | known my now,

What | sowed, now | plough,

Like a robot | have to be instructed,
Invested, | find myself in places | don’t belong,
Long, is how those moments seem to last,
Fast is how my palpated heart beats,

My strings were ultimately cut,

In a garage like a puppet | was shut.

Prabha Jha, 2nd Year
B.Sc. (Hons) Mathematics

THE LIGHT WITHIN

Maybe there’s a reason why you gaze at the stars;

And feel closer to them even when they’re miles afar.

You have the same twinkle that you carry in your eyes;

And the same glittering light that makes the world feel alive.
Maybe it's because years ago a star fell from the sky;
Dimmed its own light as it bid it's goodbyes.

Tried to blend in, covered himself in skin;

Now watches the sky as nights go by,

Trying to find the light within.

Lavanya Kaushik, 2nd Year
B.A. (Hons) English




The Dawn

The intrepid explorer

has started anew from scratch,
ventured out dreaming

in the enigmatic wee hours.

Adieu! chaotic thoughts,

vague emotions

& half-hearted commitments.

Now the heart is about to explode.

| choose not to fall again.

With astounding integrity & truthfulness,
| will keep going

over and over again

with ceaseless dedication,

even on the

roughest moments.

| won't stop

until & unless

my dreams start twinkling
before my eyes,

my heart is filled with

the greatest satisfaction
and | will say

“‘yes! that is all | desire”.

Kulwinder Kaur, 2nd Year
B.A. (Hons) History

“A Withering Leaf”

Like a withering leaf, | exist.

Pale and crusty; brownish and rusty,

Waiting for the end, a cry to send,

To the clouds above, to the still sitting dove,
Hoping for it to rain, to ease my pain,

To wash me away, to show me the way,

| will happily drown, erase my frown,

Leave for there, far away somewhere,

In a world beyond, with joys to surround,
With souls of flowers and four leaf clovers,
With water and sun, soulmates and “the one”.
| will lie and rest, enjoy the fest,

Of life and content, like a giant wheel minus rent,
| will be alive again, my woes in vain,

Fresh and green, | will be a sight unseen,
Symbol of beginning, giggling and grinning,
Like a budding flower | will exist,

Amidst the life and end’s strife,

If not now, perhaps, in the afterlife.

Prabha Jha, 2nd Year
B.Sc. (Hons) Mathematics




Various Shades of Red
¥ 7
She sees herself as weak
And always alone.
She laments her good fortune
In being a girl.
Her eyes grow tired of
Seeing oppression everywhere.
She becomes terrified,
As if she has lost all courage.
She sobbed a lot during the night,
Holding a pillow and
Having a baby-like red nose.

She is preoccupied with

Her own thoughts.

She is attempting to bury

All of her emotions behind

A stunning grin.

This society forces her to fight

Multiple battles at the same time.

Causing her to bleed repeatedly.

People appear to be laughing at her anguish,
Or perhaps they don’t care at all.

Every day, she fights with herself and everyone else.

One day her eyes dried up.

She appears to be unconcerned
What society is doing.

She looks in the mirror;

Tell her that it is you ,

Who must change first ,

For everything to change.

She doesn’t give up,

Gathers her courage, gets back up.
She learns from both herself

And the situation.




She appears to be bold

And strong, like a fire that cannot be extinguished by water.
While also being kind ,

Sensitive and flowing like water.

She appears to be dressed

In red to represent —

Life, love, and war.

She is proud to be a girl,

Strong enough to feel the pain .

To make others happy,

She realized that one can never hurt her,
that no one could ever defeat her,
Unless ! she said so herself

Because she is the beginning

Of the world.

And the conclusion is the same.

Anushka Kaushik, 2nd Year
B.A. (Hons) English

QUDRAT

b 3

Oh, to lay under the vast light blue sky
on freshly cut grass,

light dew rejuvenating the spine,
staring at the cotton candy clouds,
floating with my mind.

Beside the bright red ruby bed;
Dancing through the wind,

In the haste of life.

still.

Lost in tranquility

a joyous heart shouting,
Gratefulness:

For being present

just for a moment
Reminding myself,

| have time.

Jasnoor Kaur Ahuja, 1st Year
B.A. (Hons) English




Wherever | Go

E

Wherever | go,

Trouble says hello.

It gives me a blow,

And yells to grow.

Whatever | sow,

It's chaotic and slow,

Amidst the flow,

Melancholy covers the snow.

Wherever | go,

Life conjectures a throw,
Which succumbs my dough,
And swings to and fro,

With multiple battles in a row,
It's hard to fight solo,

And put up a brave show.
You fantasize the glow,

But the difficulties below,

Is tough to undergo.

Wherever | go,

From mountains to the plateau,
My limbs tremble to plough,
The barren land of hope,
Its uncertainty to grow,
Traps me in this ado,

And my works from ago,
Seems awful though,

In order to become a pro,

| undo the mistakes | know,
For a change to undergo.

Ritu Raj, 2nd Year
B.A .(Hons) Philosophy
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